
7+ GCSE Photography Grade 

 

. 

During the Photography course, students will create a portfolio that evidences work in four 

assessment areas. : 

• AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 

In order to achieve a grade 7+ in this area, students will need to ensure that the work they produce 

shows a highly developed ability to make the right choices in creating in depth research of 

photographers and creative styles that are relevant and challenging to their project. 

They will need to demonstrate a technical understanding in how work is produced using the camera 

as well as explaining their understanding through clear annotation. 

 

• AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, 

materials, techniques and processes. 

The ability to handle materials and tools other than the camera are still very important in photography. 

Students will look into ways of developing and manipulating their own photos using techniques such 

as sewing, drawing, digitally editing and in the way they choose to present their work.  

A student working at 7+ will show thorough planning in their portfolio, before acting on their ideas. For 

example, planning out a photoshoot, considering the lighting, backdrop environment, props or camera 

settings before shooting. 

A 7+ student will also repeatedly explore the same idea, but developing and improving it each time. 

Taking risks and learning from the experience is an important process and repeated experimentation 

shows an ability to refine work. 

 

• AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 

It is important that students are able to communicate their thoughts throughout their portfolio, through both 

photography and written work. Recognising and recording what techniques have worked and which have 

not, helps to communicate clearly the creative journey taken throughout a portfolio. Students working at 

7+ will be able to make the right decisions in what ideas they choose to pursue and which less successful 

ideas they choose to leave behind, they will be able to make this clearly evident in their work.  

 

• AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates 

understanding of visual language. 

In order to achieve a grade 7+ in this course, students will need to ensure that the outcomes they 

create bring together the most successful elements of their project. Students will need to show 

confident and beneficial decision making that will lead them to this point. For example, by selecting 

the right influences (such as photographers), camera techniques and presentation that complement 

one another. This will help them to create an outcome, that can be presented separately to their 

portfolios. 


