
7+ GCSE Art Grade 

 

During the art and design course, students will create a portfolio that evidences work in four 

assessment areas. : 

• AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 

In order to achieve a grade 7+ in this area, students will need to ensure that the work they produce 

shows a highly developed ability to make the right choices in researching artists, creative styles and 

movements that are relevant and challenging. Students will explore at least two artists in each project. 

They will need to demonstrate observational drawings influenced by these artists, with attention to 

detail. Students will show an ability to visually understand the research they have done through clear 

annotation as well as drawing. 

 

• AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, 

materials, techniques and processes. 

The ability to handle materials, techniques and processes effectively, skilfully and safely underpins all 

the assessment objectives. Repeated experimentation with relevant and carefully chosen materials, 

mediums and scales of work is a big part of the course, it is important to show confidence in 

experimenting. For example, through paint, ink, pen, pencil, collage, chalk charcoal, printing 

techniques and more.  

Being able to recognise which experiments were and were not a successful and subsequently 

choosing the right mediums to continue the project in, shows creative intellect at 7+. Taking risks and 

learning from the experience is an important process. 

 

• AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 

Not only is drawing a huge part of the course, but recording observations through photography and a 

written explanation of a students thought process is also very important. This helps to communicate 

clearly the creative journey taken throughout a portfolio. Students working at 7+ will create 

observational drawings in depth, explore a theme or object photographically and write about their 

observations and ideas that come from their studies. 

 

• AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates 

understanding of visual language. 

In order to achieve a grade 7+ in this course, students will need to ensure that the work they produce 

in response to their themes and the assessment objectives is thorough. Student will need to show 

confident and beneficial decision making in the direction they progress their project. This becomes 

particularly evident in a student’s final outcome. Bringing together a variety of successful, relevant  

skills and techniques that have been discovered throughout the project, that complement one another 

and show influences from a student’s research (such as other artists) will show good decision making 

that is at a 7+ grade. 

 


