
Medieval Crime & Punishment (1000-1500)

Correct chronology?: Renaissance, Industrial 
Rev, Black Death, Norman Conquest, WW1, 
WW2, Victorians, English Civil War, 
Witchcraze, Globalisation, Colonialisation

What is the difference between Wergild & 
Murdrum fine?

What happened in Blood Feud?
How many “men” over the age of 12 were in 

each Tithing?
How did local communities enforce their “own” 

laws? Give 3 examples
During a Trial by Jury, in what situation did 

somebody swear an oath of “compurgation”?
Give 3 examples of Trial by ordeal? 
In what situation was Trial by Ordeal used as 

opposed to Trial by Jury?
When was Trial by Ordeal abolished by law?

What other form of Trial did the (battle 
hardened (clue!) Normans use?

William I ordered that Wergild be replaced by 
paying fines to whom?

Who’s famous death (murder) is linked to Henry 
II trying to make the Church courts fairer?

What is the link between the growth of the 
influence of the King and the Forest Laws?

Give 3 examples of how Govt apt officials began 
to influence Crime and Punishment in Norman 
times

Give 2 examples of how the social status of 
Medieval people determined how they were 
punished if found guilty

Why was Sanctuary & Benefit of Clergy so 
unfair?

What was “neck-verse” and why was it so crucial 
for people who couldn’t read to pretend they 
could read it?



Early Modern Crime & Punishment (1500-1700)
 Explain how and why the following demanded that Crime and 

Punishment be dealt with differently in the 1500s? Population 
growth, Decline in Feudalism, Migration, Enclosure (of Land), 
Protestantism and the Reformation

 List 4 jobs that helped to “police” (verb) how people behaved 
in Tudor times?

 Justices of the Peace (JPs) heard minor cases each week on 
their own but how often per year did the JPs meet together 
to hear more serious cases -punishable by death?

 Royal Judges toured the country to hear the most serious 
cases. They would visit each County twice per year. What 
were they called?

 What important new law was passed in 1679? Why was it 
important?

 As the power and influence of the Tudor and Stuart Monarchs 
(Kings & Queens) grew in the 1500s what 2 (Capital!) crimes 
become most serious and common?

 Where was the “triple tree”?
 Why did the number of Vagabonds and Vagrancy increase in 

the 1500s?
 Give 2 examples of Crimes that are seen as “social crimes” in 

the Tudor period: crimes that people (rich & poor) did not 
really view as a serious threat, making it v difficult to 
enforce)?

 “LIERS” are the first letters of the 5 reasons for the 
reasons for the Witchcraze of the 1600s. What doers LIERS 
stand for? 

Would the Witchcraze have happened without Matthew 
Hopkins?

 Explain why the Witchcraze ended?
 Although there was NO POLICE-FORCE in Tudor times, 

give 3 examples of changes to “policing” (verb)
 The combination of the fact that the Government wanted 

to deter the increasingly “mobile and unwatched” people 
and that there was widespread opposition to the idea of a 
standing army or Police Force led to a massive increase in 
the number of Crimes punishable by death. What were 
these Laws better known as?

What other (lesser) punishments were available for 
Judges to give to criminals and wrong-doers between 
1500-1700?

 Give 3 reasons why Transportation became a preferred 
punishment for serious crimes in the 1600s?

 Give 4 reasons why were the Gunpowder Plotters punished 
so harshly



Industrial Revolution Crime & Punishment (1700-1900)
During the Industrial Revolution Royal Judges visited 

Judges more than the previous twice per year; they 
now visited how many times per year?

Which colony replaced America (Independent after 
1786) as the destination for British criminals being 
transported?

Why was there an increase in recorded crime between 
1700 and 1850?

 Increase in trade between and across areas led to an 
increase in 3 types of crime to do with PROPERTY: 
what were they?

 List 3 reasons for the increase in highway robbery and 
3 reasons for its decline?

What did the Black Act of 1723 make punishable by 
death?

Why was smuggling so widespread and difficult to 
reduce/stop?

 List 3 reasons why we still remember the Tolpuddle
Martyrs today?

 Give 3 examples of how Crime was detected, solved 
and stopped BEFORE the first modern Police Force 
was set up in 1829?

What did brothers Henry and John Fieding do in 1748 
to help “police” (verb) the streets of London?

What year did the rest of the country copy the 1829 
Metropolitian Police Force model?

Give 4 reasons why Transportation (to Australia) 
stopped in 1868?

Why did executions move INSIDE the prison 
walls: no longer public

Name 3 Prison Reformers
Which Home Secretary made the biggest changes 

to the number of crimes punishable by death 
(reduced to just 100) and set up the Metropolitian
Police.

The above (Home Sec) introduced the Gaols Act in 
1823. List 4 things it did to improve conditions:

Prisons like Pentonville were designed to “REFORM” 
the inmates character but how did it aim to do this 
(one word!)?

List 2 problems with this method of reform?
What did the “penny dreadfuls” (cheap newspapers) 

focus on in 1863 that led to public fear and 
hysteria about criminals and led to calls for Prisons 
to be even tougher?

Why were Prison wardens called “the screws”?



Modern Crime & Punishment (1900-to date)
 Since 1945 the Welfare State has looked after the 

poorest and most needy in Society. Absolute poverty is 
smaller than ever before in history but relative poverty is 
not? What is the difference between absolute and 
relative poverty and why does it impact on modern Crime 
and Punishment?

What new crimes have emerged as a result of Britain 
becoming a more multicultural country? Explain why?

What new crimes have emerged as a result of Britain 
becoming a more tolerant and accepting society?

What new crimes have emerged as a result of changes in 
technology?

 In the 1700s brandy, tea and cloth were smuggled by 
gangs but what things are smuggled by gangs today?

 How has Policing changed in modern Britain? What other 
methods of Crime detection and prevention are used 
beyond just the Police Force?

 How has Policing changed in modern Britain? What other 
methods of Crime detection and prevention are used 
beyond just the Police Force?

Why was the death penalty abolished when survey after 
survey shows that a significant number of people think 
that it should still exist for the most serious crimes?

 List 4 details to do with the Ruth Ellis case.
 List 4 details to do with the Craig and Bentley case.
Were “Conchies” criminals? Why were they seen as such? 
What is the difference between an Absolutist and 

Alternativist?

 In WW1 16,000 young men refused to fight on the 
grounds of being a “Conscientious Objector”. In WW2 
what was the figure?

Which later war (clue: Cold War in Asia!) and decade saw a 
big change to what we now think about such “ and prevent 
Conchies”?

 List 4 things that modern Police have to help them fight 
and prevent crime that their predecessors did not?

No solitary confinement, end to broad arrows on uniform, 
no shaved hair, better diet and heating all occurred in 
prisons in which decade of the 1900s?

What type of prison was first built in 1933?
Why are modern prisons so overcrowded and 

understaffed today?
What other forms of punishment are there today that 

avoids sending somebody to prison?
 Give 3 examples of changes to the way that young 

criminals have been treated by the Crimainal Justice 
System in modern times?

 List 4 facts about the Craig & Bentley case
 List 4 facts about the Ruth Ellis case
 List 4 facts about the Timothy Evans case
 Explain how the Second World War and Holocaust 

influenced attitudes to the death penalty in Britain and 
Treason?

What year was capital punishment finally abolished in 
Britain for all crimes except Piracy


