October 2008

From The Head
Teacher

Dear Parents, Students and
Friends of the school,

As I write this letter, the
Autumn Term is well and truly
under way. The holidays are a
dim and fading memory and the
school is as busy as ever.

We have been delighted to
welcome all of our new
students — the Year 7s seem to
have settled in remarkably well
and to be thoroughly enjoying
their first few weeks with us.

It has been great to see so many
of them representing the school
at the events we have run for
Year 6 students and their
parents, of which more below.

Several new staff have joined
us too. Mr Michelmore is our
new Faculty Leader for Maths
while Ms Burr has taken over
as Faculty Leader for English.
Mr Marshall joins us as Head of
Year 8, while we also welcome
Mr Adjei, Mr Suffolk and Ms
Hartigan (Science), Mr Wood
and Mr Sibanda (Maths), Miss
Peach and Mr Nepaul (English),
Miss Unwin (PE), Mrs Salsbury
(ICT), Ms Williams (Reception),
Ms Tillotson and Mrs Chilvers
(Support). It has

! w _  also been lovely
~  to welcome Ms

Hunt back following her
maternity leave.

September is a busy
time for school leaders
as we analyse the exam
results and adjust our
¥ ' Llans for th

plans for the year
ahead. Last year, Year 11
students did really well - I am
pleased to report that 79% of
them achieved at least five
GCSE passes at grade C or
better (up from 73% last year
and one of the best years on
record) while 68% achieved at
least five passes at grade C or
better including English and
Maths. We are also delighted
that every single student
achieved at least one GCSE
pass. We believe that the
current Year 11 can exceed
even this achievement.

Highlights of the half-term for
me have included my

first trip to our

partner school on the

German Exchange.

Our students

represented us very well
indeed — they were excellent
ambassadors for Crofton and
for England too. Staff at the
Matthias Claudias School in
Bochum were extraordinarily
hospitable and are clearly keen
to develop additional links
with us. We have already
started exploring the
possibility of a music exchange
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and projects for ICT and
science are also strong
possibilities.

This is a vital time of year for
the parents of students in Year
6. We decided to have an Open
Evening for the first time for
many years, so that we

could show people just

how good a school we

have. Subject staff

prepared splendid displays and
demonstrations and a very
large number of students gave
up their evenings to help.
Feedback from prospective
parents was almost
embarrassingly enthusiastic — I
felt very proud indeed to be
associated with staff and
students of such high calibre.
We have followed the Open
Evening with a fortnight of
guided tours, led by a hand-
picked squad of highly effective
Year 7 guides — many thanks to
all involved.

We have also run Information
Evenings for Years 9, 10 and 11.
The focus of each has been
slightly different, but the
common theme has been the
ways in which parents can
contribute to their children's
success. It has been lovely to
see so many parents

attend, but we would gﬁ
really like to see ==
everyone — dates of &
future meetings are on

the website.

The Annual General Meeting of
the Crofton School Association
was held on 8 October. The
CSA has worked very
effectively over a number of
years, organising social events
and raising money for the
school. It is enjoyable but
demanding work and so it was

delightful to see so
many new faces at

the meeting — there
was a real sense of
enthusiasm and optimism.

We have exciting plans for all
sorts of events in the coming
months — more details will
follow shortly. If you would
like to get involved, do please
get In touch — it is a really good
way of helping the school and
also of getting to know other
parents. The Chair of the CSA
is Heather Mullen — she can be
contacted via the school and
also at:
csa@crofton.hants.sch.uk

Looking ahead, we are excited
about the imminent launch of
our ‘Learning Platform'. This is
an online facility which will
allow students to access their
work and teaching
resources and which
will allow teachers to
set and mark work via
the internet. A group
of ten teachers have
been trained to pilot
the project and they
will start using the new system
very soon. We think that this
development, together with a
system which will allow
parents to see attendance and
progress data online which we
hope to activate later this term,
will be a real step forward for
us.

I very much hope that staff and
students have enjoyed the first
half-term of 2008/9 and that the
holiday, when it comes, will be
refreshing and
relaxing.

Matthew
Leeming




Sailing

Thirteen Year 8 students went
to Langstone Harbour from
29th Sepember to 3rd October
for a week's sailing.

Here are some comments from
the week.....

"I really enjoyed the week
because we went sailing and
climbing. Thank you for taking
us.” Louis Smith

"I enjoyed the week and think
that everyone should have a go.
It was absolutely brilliant.”
Jay O'Donnell

"We learnt how to put up the sail
and how to use a boat. The best
bit of the week was all of it!"
Daniel Hibbard

"On Friday we were supposed to
sail to Hayling Island but it was
too windy so we did climbing
and trapezing. 1
am glad we did
W because I saw the
" wall on Monday
" and wished all
~ week I could have
- ago.”
: ~ Shaun Panting

children should go sailing
because it was a great
experience.” Jessica Moorhead

"We learnt how to sail with
others and get on with other
group members.” Chloe Corkill

"Once upon a time we
went sailing to
Langstone Harbour."
Libby Reed

"After lunch we didn't get to sail
because it was too windy so we
learnt how to tie knots with
rope.” Jack Stickler

"In the morning it was fairly
breezy and Dan and I capsized
(unfortunately, there was a float
sewn into the top of the sail). It
was rather fun, yet tasting the
salt-water was h-o-r-r-i-b-l-e!”
Guy Newbury

"We had our ups and downs but
we did get a lot of thumbs up
from Mr O'Dowda.” Tori Barnes

"It was the best week and it was
fantastic.” Laura Smith

"I got scared when I got to the
top of the rock tower because I
thought I was going to die."
Max Pike

"We had to learn how to steer,
which was easy......
afterwards we went

sailing and I didn't fall out |
or capsize, which was a
shame."

Jessica Ponsford
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Science

Leading the Science Faculty

There have been a number of changes in Science in the months since
the last edition of the Crofton Crier.

I have taken over as the Head of Faculty from Mrs Badesha.

Mrs Badesha is currently away on Maternity leave and I am sure that
we are all united in wishing her all the best at this exciting time for
her and her family.

The implementation of the new KS3 curriculum has begun in earnest.
This is a rolling programme that is being initially delivered to the
Year 7 cohort and will cascade up through to Years 8 and 9 by
September 2009. This includes the development of an Accelerated
KS3 programme. Selected Year 7 students will be fast tracked
through the normal three year course in just two years. This will
allow more time in Year 9 for those students to broaden and deepen
their science knowledge with industrially linked experiences in
preparation for starting the GCSE separate Science course. It is
hoped that this will inspire and prepare students to take up the
study of a Science subject at university level and onwards towards a
career pathway in a chosen Science field ...... all based on their own
direct experiences in Year 9.

We are also making minor adjustments to the structure of
the KS4 curriculum, but this only involves the Triple

Science Year 10 groups. They will be examined much

earlier in Year 10 by way of a modular exam.

Importantly, those taking Triple Science have been
made aware that they will be taking three modular
exams of thirty minutes, each as part of their GCSE, this

November. The second batch of these examinations will take place in
February 2009. This will mean that the Core (Year 10) GCSE exams
will be completed by the Easter term 2009. Crucially this will allow
more time to cover the longer and slightly more demanding
Additional and Further sections of the course.

These two changes will, within a two year time frame, mean that the
most able scientists at Crofton will have a seamlessly tailored

KS3 and KS4 programme. We believe that these changes will ;
be advantageous for the students and assist their learning to E.%
improve their GCSE results. We hope that is will inspire and
prepare students to take up the study of a Science subject at
university level and onwards towards a career pathway in a
chosen Science field.
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You may also be aware of the recent government initiative to
drop the KS3 SATs examinations. I would like to emphasise

that we will continue with the curriculum developments w

that we have already outlined.

I would also like to take this opportunity to reassure students and
parents that we will continue to assess, monitor and support our
students so that they achieve the best possible attainment in their
Science studies. As always we hope for your continued support in
achieving this aim.

Mr Collinson
Head of Faculty of Science

Specialist Schools Activities

PGCE Students

The start of October saw us welcome thirty-five PGCE students from
Portsmouth University for training on interactive smart boards. The
feed back from the session was excellent and all the students found
the session helpful and informative as well as giving practical
experience of the smart board usage. Most of them said they had
gained confidence in the use of smart boards.

Later in the month the group of students will split into two groups
for training on the use of Data Loggers and later in the year they will
be back again for more training.

Science Club

The second half of this term we
will be starting our NEW
SCIENCE CLUB for Year 6 and
Year 7 students. We will also
have help from Year 8 and Year
10 students to run the club.
Miss Lovegrove will take charge
and I'm sure a lot of fun will be

had by all.

We do hope that Year 6
students from Crofton
Hammond and Anne Dale will
find this a good opening to the
school that they will be joining
next year.

Dates for
Your
Diary

Day Closure -
Monday 3rd November

Yr 8 Information Eve -
Thursday 6th November

Yr 6/7 Tea Party -
Thursday 13th November

Yr 7 Parent Consultation
Tuesday 18th November

Certificate Evening -
Thursday 20th November

Yr 11 Reports issued -
Friday 28th November

Christmas Concerts -
9th & 10th December

End of Term -
Friday 19th December



Valuables in
School Changing
Rooms

Although the school is
generally a very safe place, we
would like to remind all
students that it is not usually
feasible to lock the changing
rooms during after school
activities. It is therefore
unwise to leave valuable items
in the changing rooms when
taking part in an after school
club/fixture.

Valuables should be handed
into the member of staff
running the particular after
school club/fixture for safe
keeping.

I would also like to take this
opportunity to remind all
students that
personal stereos/
Ipods are NOT
allowed in school.

Mrs Cope
Subject Leader of P.E.

Sporting Success

While most of us were relaxing
during the summer holidays,
Josie Latimer (11HD) was

Josie competed in the UK
School Games which were held
in Bristol last August and was
up against tough rivals, some of
which were a year older than
her. Despite this, she gained a
creditable third position
overall which is a fantastic
achievement. Congratulations
Josie!

-

You can catch up with Josie at
the badminton club on Fridays
after school; watch her
demonstrations and benefit from
some of her excellent coaching.

Thanks

The Art Department would like
to say a big thank you to
Budgens in Stubbington for
again providing us with fruit
and vegetables for our Year 8
projects on observational
drawing. Their continuing
support is very much
appreciated. The students
produced some fantastic work,
as you can see from the pieces
shown here...
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Michelle Rance

Amber Coggan
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